The course:

· In the 1st year of Archaeology and Anthropology you are lectured, and set essays in, the three distinct courses of Social Anthropology (soc anth), Biological Anthropology (bio anth) and Archaeology. It is taught from a beginner’s perspective given that most students won’t have studied any of these topics at school and will have read a wide variety of A-level subjects.

· There is a huge amount of variety in the Arch and Anth course; the 1st year archaeology course investigates the human past including major events such as the beginning of human culture, the origins of agriculture and the rise of complex societies, through the study of the remains of human material culture. Bio anth lectures in the 1st year span topics including, genetics, nutrition and disease, primatology and human evolution, and soc anth includes the study of social theory and ethnography to allow you to start addressing questions concerning the diversity of societies across the globe.
· Unlike many other subjects, there is also choice in the 1st year. For your fourth paper on which you will also be lectured and supervised, you can choose to take either the Interdisciplinary Paper (4A), which ties together aspects of soc anth, bio anth and archaeology, or the Sociology Paper (4B). This means that you immediately have some control over what you study.

· The choice in the 1st year is a precursor to the huge amount of choice that you have in your 2nd and 3rd year, when you can specialize in soc anth, bio anth or archaeology. Within each of these subjects there are then a number of optional papers for you to decide between. Unlike the 1st year which is assessed entirely through four end-of-year exams, the 2nd and 3rd year is assessed through a mix of end-of-year exams and coursework, the proportions of which depend upon which optional papers you choose. You also have the choice in the 3rd year of whether or not to write a dissertation, which can be on pretty much any topic you want and can offer a wide range of travel opportunities.
Pros…

· In the first year there are no more that eight hours of lectures per week, and on average two hour-long supervisions, for each of which you will be set an essay (usually c.1500 words). There are also no weekend lectures and 9am lectures are rare.

· Supervisions and lectures are often taken by some of the world’s leading archaeologists and anthropologists, so you are taught the most up-to-date research by the experts.
· In the first year there is also a fieldtrip to Stonehenge, which is designed not only for teaching, but also to provide an opportunity to get to know everyone in your year group with whom you will be sharing lectures and supervisions (there are approx. 70 per year group across the university).

· As each year group is fairly small with only a few Arch and Anth’ers per college, this encourages a lot of intra-collegic mixing and formation of between-college bonds, which is great socially.
· Since the course is so diverse it attracts students from a wide range of academic subject backgrounds, which makes supervisions more interesting and vibrant with everyone having something different to offer.

Cons…

· Given that most people won’t have studied soc anth, bio anth or archaeology at school, it can take a while to learn what is expected from you in the essays you are set. However with regard to this, everyone is in the same boat, and your supervisors are always there to help with issues such as this.

· The course involves a lot of reading, and the style of teaching is vastly different from what you get at school. It’s important to realise early on that you really have to do the research yourself, and that the lectures act as a starting point for your own reading.
Why Downing?...

· Downing is only a 5 minute walk from the Arch and Anth faculty, lecture halls, and library (The Haddon Library).

· The Downing library is also well-stocked with books relevant to the Arch and Anth course.

· The Director of Studies (DOS), Dr. Stock, is extremely approachable and helpful whenever you have any queries.

Recommended reading…

Before you get to Cambridge, the following books are worth a flick-through to familiarize yourself with some of the main topics addressed in arch and anth-

Soc anth:
 ‘Small Places, Large Issues’ by Eriksen.

 ‘The Nuer’ by Evans- Pritchard is also an important book in soc anth and will be useful for showing you what studying ethnographies will be like.

Bio anth:

‘The Rise and Fall Of  The Third Chimpanzee’ by Jared Diamond

‘How Humans Evolved’ By Boyd & Silk

‘Principals of Human Evolution’ by Lewin & Foley
Archaeology:

‘Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice’ by Renfrew & Bahn

‘Guns, Germs and Steel’ by Jared Diamond

If you have any questions email me (Millie Womack) at carw3@cam.ac.uk. 

Best of luck with you application!
