Geography Subject Description

· The course is very broad. You will cover subjects that you thought weren’t Geography e.g. history, economics as well as glaciers etc.

· You have no choice in the papers you take during the first year but you are able to specialise in the 2nd and 3rd year with a completely free choice for your dissertation

· You generally have 6-8 lectures, 1-2 computer labs a week and no Saturday lectures. Also you have 10 supervisions, which roughly works out to one a week

· You are lectured and supervised by some of the world leaders in their field. It is common to see lectures or supervisors appear all over your reading lists.

·  In theory you should only have one or two essays per week but supervisions generally get bunched together causing busy and quiet weeks

· During the second year Easter break there a subsidised fieldtrips to: Berlin, Morocco, Algarve and Switzerland.

Why Downing?

· The Geography department is only a minutes walk from college- roll out of your bed into lectures

· There are usually 6 geographers in each year and are known as one of the most sociable subjects

· The Downing library has a good collection of geography books and the librarian is committed to getting any books that are missing

· The college awards travel grants to aid students completing their dissertation

The bad bits

· You will be on the wrong end of numerous jokes about colouring

· Really there’s nothing bad

Reading

· Don’t worry about reading before you get here- I read one book and it was a waste of time

· One book to buy before you come- Johnston et al (2000) The Dictionary of Human Geography 4th Edition

Please feel free to drop me an email if you have any questions

Anthony (ah527)

