Engineering at Downing

· The course here is general (whereas most places you specialise from first year). Whilst this means you will have to take some topics which you’re less keen on, it does mean you get to discover a few gems you might never have come across otherwise. Plus, employers love it if you can bridge gaps between departments.

· At Downing there’s about 12-15 engineers in a year group so there’s always someone who’s good at the bit you might be struggling on- also supervisors are really helpful people.

· As for location you really can’t beat Downing, I’ve left at 9am for my 9am lecture many times and been easily on time for it- on the map it may look like we’re a bit far out but don’t think we’re isolated, it’s under 5 minutes to walk into town.

· As often happens in Cambridge you’re lectured by the people doing the research. Whilst this means you get the occasional odd moment where a lecturer will say: I know you won’t understand this but I’m going to show you anyway because I’m proud of this….It also means you’re getting some of the most up-to-date teaching available.
· You’ll generally have four hours a day in the department from 9-1 (two hours of lab and two hours of lectures) and maybe 3 supervisions a week. This really isn’t excessive as you get the vast majority of afternoons free! The majority of the work is ‘examples papers’ which mostly take 4-6 hours each.

· Supervisions are in groups of 2 and at Downing the DOS (director of studies) really do care what you think, if you don’t like your supervisor then they *will* listen to your thoughts (and most likely not use them again).

The good things…

Close to the department
Lecture notes are so good you don’t need to read extra (unless you want to)

The bad things…

The department seems like a maze to start off with

Useful Links

http://www.eng.cam.ac.uk/
The official department website

http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
Official university prospectus

http://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/dow_server/admissions/TriposNotes/Engineering07.pdf
Official information on engineering at Downing
Reading lists
The books suggested to be read are there for interest as opposed to helping on the actual course. I read none of the books (and don’t know anyone who did) and haven’t noticed any difference!

The work sent out by college beforehand is worth doing as they use it to help assign a supervision partner i.e. if you found the algebra hard, they’ll probably put you with someone else who struggled more on the algebra. But don’t worry if you find it difficult, they don’t mind at all as long as you’ve tried.
