ECONOMICS AT DOWNING
The interview:

· The interviews at Downing for Economics are tailored to the A-levels that you are taking. For instance, I studied physics and was asked some questions on that. They want to get an idea of how quickly and enthusiastically you can react to tricky questions.
The Course:

· The modules in the first year are all compulsory: Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Mathematics and Statistics, Political Aspects of Economics and British Economic History 1700-1945

· The course at Cambridge is heavily mathematical, and around half of the current students at Downing took Further Maths at A-level. Maths is used in virtually all of the modules you will take; three out of the five in first year and three to four of the four modules in the second year.
· There are around 10-15 hours of lectures per week, which you will be examined on at the end of each year. In additions you will have roughly five hour long supervisions each fortnight.
· In the second year, you are able to choose one of your four modules, which can either be Development, Social and Political Sciences or Mathematics.
· The third year has a lot more choice regarding modules that you take. There are compulsory elements, but there is a lot of freedom with regards to the other modules and the dissertation you are required to write.
Why Downing?

· The supervisors at Downing are very committed and intelligent. I was told in my first year by another Economics student at Downing, that the supervisors ‘cared more about my degree than I did’! In addition, most supervisions are held in Downing college grounds, which saves journeys up and down Cambridge, many other students have to endure.
· Downing has a good reputation for Economics and is consistently amongst the top colleges for the subject.
· The Downing College Matthias Society is for Economics and related subject students; it has a fantastic annual dinner and talks are held a few times each term. It even attracts students from other colleges and really sets Downing apart from the rest.
· Downing’s library is well stocked and has virtually every book you will require for your undergraduate degree.
· Downing is a beautiful college, with a great atmosphere for learning and plenty of opportunities for sport, drama and any other type of leisure.
Before you get here…

· It may help to read some of ‘Macroeconomics’ by Gregory Mankiw or ‘Intermediate Microeconomics’ by Hal Varian.
· It is perhaps more important to read around the general subject such as the contributions of the famous economists such as Adam Smith and David Ricardo etc.

· A knowledge of current affairs, particularly regarding the UK, is desirable.

Any Questions?
· Please e-mail me, James, on jrsl2@cam.ac.uk, if you have any questions you would like me to address.
