Classics 4-Year at Downing

What is the four year course?
The four year course was created 4 years ago for those who don’t have A-Level Latin and Greek. It consists of the normal 3 year course, with a preliminary year in intensive latin beforehand.

What do you study and how?
You spend around 80% of your term purely learning Latin. This is split between: 

· Readingclasses, where you will be working methodically through your set text (one for each of the first two terms, two in the final term), 

· Language classes, where you will look at grammar exercises and extracts from other authors to look at a wide range of styles and vocabulary.

· A couple of supervisions a week, where you may do unseen translation, or other aspects of the ancient world.

Outside of the Latin, you also have 10 series of lectures throughout the year, giving you a introduction to many aspects of Ancient Rome, as well as background to your set texts.
Early on in the summer term, you have two exams, both testing your Latin in reference to both unseen passages and your set texts. You then write two 4000 pieces which look in depth at your set texts for the summer term. 

Why is the Cambridge 4 year course so good?

· You get a really solid foundation in Latin before you start tackling Ancient Greek
· Lessons are in very small groups, maybe 4 or 5, allowing for lots of interaction and participation
· When you start the first year of the three year course, you will have already been in Cambridge for a year, and so are used to the workings of the university and student life, allowing you to get straight down to the good stuff while everyone else is settling in
· You have lots of translations but not a lot of essays. I had 2 essays a term, compared to around 14 a term in the 3 year course.  As translations require less time, you have the chance to do a lot of extra-curricular activities in your first year.
· The supervision system means you are constantly tested and put on the spot, so you learn very quickly
· As is true for most subjects at Cambridge, you are often taught one on one by the world experts in their field of classics. Supervisions can be awe inspiring.
· It is great for confidence building, as you go into the 3-year course knowing your Latin will often be far better than those who have just done it at A Level
Why is the 4 year course so good at Downing?

· There aren’t many “prelims” at Downing, maybe one or two, and so you are really independent in your study and what you do with your time.
· Not many prelims also means there is little or no competition for texts in the library.
· There are around 5 or 6 first year Classicists at Downing, who you will get to know really well, and from whom you can learn lots of tips.
· Downing has a great reputation for Classics, and wants to keep it. Therefore they are really keen to support you and give you all the help you need.
· Downing is in the centre of town and only about 15 minutes walk from the department.

What isn’t great about the 4 year course?

· Often you can just feel like your life is Latin, Latin, Latin. This can make life a bit monotonous.
· You go from doing not a lot of work in your first year to absolutely loads in your second (the 1st year of the 3 year course). It would be better if you could get a bit more out of the way in your prelim year.
· You get a lot of banter for being a dosser. This is partly true, but the study is very intensive and often language lessons can be mentally exhausting.
Useful Reading before you start?

There is no real point trying to struggle through tonnes of Latin. This will just get you nervous. You are better off getting a feel for the Ancient World, especially Rome. Some books you might like to read are:

· The World of Rome, edited by Peter Jones and Keith Sidwell, 1997, Cambridge University Press

· The Metamorphoses by Ovid. Any translation is fine, but try and stick to a verse translation

· The Pro Archia, and maybe one or two other speeches by Cicero. Penguin Translations are fine.

You might like to also think about what specific aspects Classics you are interested in, and read a related text. Eg, if you are a budding historian, you might like to read Herodotus’ Histories, or Sallust’s The Conspiracy of Catiline.

Useful Links:

Cambridge School Classics Project: www.cambridgescp.com
Abe books for buying texts: www.abebooks.co.uk
BBC ancient history articles: www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/
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