BIOLOGICAL NATURAL SCIENCES AT DOWNING
The course

- Biological Natural Sciences is a brilliant subject to study at Cambridge.   You are lectured by people who are leading scientists in their field, the subjects available for you to study are diverse and several hundred students are involved within the first year Natural Sciences Tripos so lectures are sociable.  

- During the first year of the course students study 4 modules.  One module is an obligatory maths module (different groups/exam papers depending on ability) and then 3 other modules of the student’s choice.  These modules can span between the physical and biological aspects of science but most students tend to stay within one of the fields.  Do not be put off by this course if you are not an exceptional mathematician.  I had no experience past GCSE and had not practised maths for around 3 years! 

- The first year of the course is seen as one of the most demanding courses in terms of time and quantity.  You have 3 lectures a week for each of the 4 modules, practicals ranging from 2 to 5 hours and then 4 supervisions a week.  This on paper seems fairly intense but it is completely achievable.  There is plenty of time for a social life/ extra curricular activities around the timetable.  One huge bonus of such an extensive timetable is that it makes it hard to go wrong in your first year.  If you attend the events and learn what you are taught then you will pass your first year exams!
- The second year course involves three modules rather than four, and maths can finally be dropped! Again there is a diverse range of subjects to choose from and the number of timetabled hours decreases.  Finally, in the third year students specialise further depending on their interests and the year usually involves a practical or theoretical written dissertation ranging between 6,000 and 8,000 words.  The support from your chosen department is extensive and it really is nothing to get worried about. 

So why choose Downing?
- Apart from the fact that Downing is an amazing, beautiful and dynamic college, it also has a large number of fellows involved in the sciences and so there are plenty of academic experts around to guide and help you if you need. 

- Most of the Biological Natural Sciences departments are either situated on the Downing Site or the New Museums Site which are both around a 1-5 minute walk from your bedroom.  From personal experience it is possible to roll out of bed 5 minutes before a lecture and still be on time. 
What do you need to do before you start your first year?

- You will receive a huge extra reading list before you come to study Biological Natural Sciences at Cambridge.  I personally didn’t realise I had received this however and so did none of it and still coped fine.  Everything you need to know in your first year is taught to you in lectures and you should not feel that you should be spending your gap year of A Level Summer reading text books.  It is not necessary.  However, if you are keen to get books sorted then I would recommend ‘The Biology of the Cell’ by Alberts.

I hope I have helped make things a little clearer.  Please feel free to email me if you have any other queries or worries! (cnj23@cam.ac.uk)  

