Architecture 

The Course here is very well rounded, i.e. focuses a lot more on history and theory than a lot of others in the country. However, it is still largely design based as you would expect. Design is seen throughout the year in “crits” (pinning up work for discussion and comment) and marked in the final portfolio, lectures and supervision work are tested in exams - first year is split in to roughly 60% portfolio and 40% exams/ coursework.

The course only takes about 40-50 people a year so you get a lot of contact time with supervisors/ studio teachers as well as with each other,  as such, there is a lot of room for tailoring to individual interest, so on good days, it can be informal and productive.

The department has also just undergone a big refurbishment, so there is a nice new studio + workshop to work in.

Downing

Only one or two of you a year usually, so no fights over books in the college library, but the collection also isn’t massive.

Also one of the closest colleges to the department, about 5 minutes walk, down to about 30 seconds if you live on Lensfield in your second year! (very handy when thinking of lugging models and big drawings back and forth)

Pros

It is a broad ranging subject that can be genuinely interesting.

Free group trip to Rome in first year (flights and hotel paid for), Fun people, plus one of the few truly creative courses in Cambridge. 

 Cons

Model materials can be expensive if you choose to buy lots of Perspex etc. but funding is available from college if you apply.

Constant jip from everyone that drawing is not real work.

If you are too much of a perfectionist you might never get out of the studio…

Links

The department website

http://www.arct.cam.ac.uk/

Reading

I wouldn’t say that there are any books that are imperative to read, I read the William J. Curtis before I came, and it almost made my eyes bleed.

If the reading list is looking a bit daunting, picking up a general overview that looks less intimidating is probably a good way to get in to it, ie.g. Jonathan Glancey.

